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EUROPE FROM 911 TO 1198

Last years
of Alexius

John II

and Venice

and a few outlying districts as a fief from the Emperor, but
he had to relinquish all claims to Cilicia and to leave the
seaports of his principality in Alexius' hands. The treaty
was not carried out, as Bohemond was broken by his mis-
fortunes and retired to Italy; Tancred refused to be bound
by it. The Eastern Emperors, however, regarded it as valid,
and in their attempts to obtain its enforcement persisted, in
spite of Bohemond's overthrow, in their hostility to the ruler
of the principality. So long as they held the seaports and
Cilicia they were in a strong position.

For the rest of his reign Alexius was too much engaged
with the Moslems in Asia Minor to be able to pursue his
advantage in Cilicia and Antioch. The Seljuks resumed the
offensive in 1109. Alexius was for some time on the defensive,
and his attention was diverted by a troublesome raid of
the Cumans; at last in 1114 he won a victory which enabled
him to stabilise his eastern frontier on a line passing through
Gangra, Ancyra, Amorium, and Philomelium (he already held
the coast line of the Black Sea as far as Trebizond). But
south of Smyrna only the coastal area was securely his, so
that the road through Pamphylia to Cilicia was dangerously
exposed to attack. This he did nothing to rectify, as his
victory in 1114 was his final achievement. His last years
were embittered by another plot, engineered in his domestic
circle by his wife Irene and his daughter Anna (his future
biographer), to supplant John and to gain the succession for
Anna's husband Nicephorus Bryennius. On his death-bed in
1118 Alexius displayed his last feat of cunning to checkmate
them and ensure the crown for his son.

The first year of John's reign was also disturbed by the
ambition of his sister ; but her plot was unmasked, and she
spent the rest of her life in retirement, the fruit of which was
her famous Alexiad. After this John was hardly troubled
by the court intrigues which had been so serious an embarrass-
ment to the government in previous reigns; indeed it was
only after the death of Manuel in 1180 that they resumed
their former activity. The Emperor was able to continue the
work left unfinished by his father; in 1119 he was successful
in the south of Asia Minor in capturing a number of places
in the region of Attalia, and so restoring direct communi-
cation by land with Cilicia. He was not able to follow up